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This morning we are continuing our series Real Answers to Real Questions.

We asked did Judas have choice and talked about our free will.

So, if we have free will, if we are able to choose to either do good or do evil, then how do we know the will of God? How do we know God’s will, what his good and pleasing will is?

That brings us to today’s question. 

Can a Loving God have Holy Wrath? Can and does God poor out his wrath on those who do evil?

When I look at the news today and what’s going on in the world today I am tempted to say that maybe not enough. 

Maybe we need a little more of God’s wrath on display?

Before we go any further let me ask a couple questions.

First, how many of you have heard a lot about the love of God over the years? Almost all of you.

Second, how many of you have heard a lot about the wrath of God? 

Almost none of you. 

That’s a curious thing isn’t it? But the wrath of God is just as real as the love of God and that’s why we are going to look at today – Can a Loving God Have Holy Wrath. 

As we answer this question my hope is that you will gain a new and deeper appreciation of the love of God.

Let’s just lay it out there:
I. God does display wrath, and not just in the Old Testament

I’ve got another question for you. How many good people does God save in a day? 

Listen to just a few passages:

Remember what Jesus said in Mark 10:18 “Why do you call me good?...No one is good--except God alone.”

Paul also writes in Romans 3:10 (NIV) “There is no one righteous, not even one”. And in Romans 3:23 he goes on to say that “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. 

Paul writes in Ephesians 2:1-3 (NIV) “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 

Romans 1:16-20 “ I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 
18 [For] The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

If you would, please turn with me to Roman 5:9.
Paul uses this word “wrath” again in Romans 5:9
“Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!”

Notice the phrase there, “from God’s wrath.” That phrase teaches that God has wrath.

Now, most Christians believe that. But we tend to either down play it or ignore it altogether.

I saw a clip from an old Larry King interview he did with one of America’s most recognized pastors and televangelists online a few months back. 

During the interview, Larry asked this televangelist what he believes about God’s wrath. 

He wouldn’t answer the question though. He squirmed and stammered.

Finally he said that God had given him a positive ministry that encourages and inspires people, he said. So he doesn’t talk about things like that.

Pastor Rob Bell has written a new book titles “Love Wins”. In it he basically does away with hell. For him God’s love trumps everything. 

And since the idea of hell offends Pastor Bell, he simply has done away with it.

You might not find sermons on judgment and wrath or even hell all that “positive” and sure you don’t necessarily like the idea of someone spending an eternity in hell for the sins committed in one’s short life span.

But here’s the thing. God’s ways are not my ways. God’s thought are so much higher than mine. 

It is not up to me to judge God and tell HIM how HE should run HIS universe. 

While God’s wrath is a taboo subject for some, not only in our culture but the church as well, Christians can should neither down play it nor ignore it altogether. 

After all the Bible talks about it! 

Did you know that the Old and New Testaments combined refer to wrath over 600 times?

In his book The Attributes of God, A.W. Pink says this, “A study of the concordance will show that there are more references in Scripture to the anger, fury, and wrath of God, than there are to His love and tenderness.” 

That surprises, even shocks, most people but it’s true.

God’s wrath is a reality and we need to talk about it, no matter how unpopular doing that is. 

So let’s talk about it.

II. God’s Wrath Defined
Let’s start by defining what it is.

One of the reasons that people down play or ignore God’s wrath is because they think that it’s unworthy of Him. 

He is the most loving, generous, wonderful, and attractive being in the universe. And anger, people think, is inconsistent with that. 

They think that because they perceive divine anger in terms of human anger. 

You may have seen the bumper sticker that says, “I don’t get mad; I get even.” Another takes it a step further and says, “I get mad and even.” 

Many people view God’s anger as being that. They see in it the same hostility, and pride that they see in human anger, which are in fact unworthy of Him. [Growing up in a home…Nat, father]

We at some level understand wrath.

When a mother puts duct tape over her child nose and mouth to suffocate her we cry out for justice. We want the courts for bring to bear the full weight of the law. We want the wrath of the law to prevail.

But here’s the thing. When you go a little over the speed limit you want a warning...you want mercy. You want the love of the law to prevail.

Another reason that people down play or ignore God’s wrath is because they think that it’s cruel. And how can a loving God be cruel?

They usually associate it with hell and regard it as a vindictive overreaction to people’s sins. 

A guy in a bar might shattered a man’s nose with a beer bottle for only slightly insulting him. 

Many people view God’s wrath as being that, a cruel overreaction to the insult of sins.

But that isn’t what God’s wrath is about. 

Wrath is about the settled opposition of God’s holiness toward sin. [Repeat] It is about the holy response to unholy sin.

“Wrath” is an old English word that one dictionary defines as, “deep, intense anger and indignation.” 

These two synonyms, anger and indignation, give us some idea of what wrath is.

God is perfectly and wholly (completely) holy, just. 

Because He is, He always reacts and responds adversely to sin. 

The Bible calls that adverse reaction and response His “wrath.”

We experience this to a degree ourselves. Suppose that someone kicks a sleeping baby. You would react inwardly. You would be appalled. 

You would also respond outwardly. You’d call the police to have him arrested because he deserves it.

That reaction and response of ours is a pale reflection of God’s moral perfection. That moral perfection causes Him to react adversely to sin. 

But here’s the thing. God’s wrath is always just. His reaction isn’t too much or too little. He is never over or under reacts to sin. 

His response isn’t too harsh or too lenient. His reaction and response are always consistent with the nature of the sins that are committed. 

His wrath is just. But it’s terrifying as well. 

That is how the author of Hebrews says it. In 10:31, he writes, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

In Romans 6:23 Paul tells us what this wrath looks like. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

The ultimate wrath is death, eternal separation from God’s love.

My mother and father we divorced in 1965. Mom didn’t want the divorce but my dad’s life choices made it necessary.

In 1984 my father passed away. Mom went to his funeral. She described it as a strong sense of loss inside. 

She explained that she had never fallen out of love with her husband and father of her children. But because of the divorce she had been cut off from her beloved husband and still felt the loss 20 years later.

That helps us understand what the wrath of God does. It cuts us off from the One whom we were made, psychologically and spiritually, to love and be loved by. 

The consequence is a deep sense of loss that hurts. 

This loss is partial now in our earthly life. But this loss is total in our eternal life to come. 

You can see then why the Bible says what it does. God’s wrath is a terrifying thing that needs to be appeased or turned away.
But is there a way to:
III. Appease God’s Wrath?

The question is “how can God’s wrath be appeased?” 

The answer, according to the Bible, is “by an offering.” 

The Bible uses a word for that, “propitiation” (satisfactory payment) or “atonement” depending on the translation you use.

And it’s use in 1 John 4:10. If you would, turn there.

1 John 4:10 (NASB) “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

Propitiation is one of the Bible’s cardinal tenets (one of those foundational teachings). 

What it suggests is the appeasing of God’s wrath by an offering that satisfies that wrath.

What the Bible teaches about that, in a nutshell, is this. 

God is utterly and perfectly just. Consequently, His wrath must come against our sins. If it didn’t, He wouldn’t be just. 

His wrath, therefore, must be appeased. There’s only one way that it can be. 

There must be an offering to Him that satisfies all of the demands of His justice. And there is. That offering is God Himself.

That is how Biblical religion differs from pagan religion. In pagan religion, people pacify the wrath of their many temperamental gods by giving them offerings. 
Most operate on the rule that the bigger the offering the better. 

The biggest of all of course is a person’s life, which explains the practice of human sacrifice. 

The idea of propitiation, appeasing divine wrath by an offering, is part of both pagan and Biblical religion. 

The difference is this. In paganism, propitiation (the satisfying payment) is the work of man. His action pacifies the wrath of the gods. 

But in the Bible, propitiation is the work of God Himself. His action appeases His wrath.

Romans chapter 5 explains what that action is. 

Turn with me now to Romans 5:6
“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 

10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

Notice these phrases: verse 6 – “Christ died for the ungodly”; verse 8 – “Christ died for us”; and verse 10 – “through the death of His Son”.

Most of you know what that’s all about. God the Son, Jesus, died on the cross for our sins. He took into Himself all of our sins and paid the penalty for them that we should have paid. 

That penalty was that Father God’s wrath came against Him. 

Father God cut the Son off completely from goodness. He totally deprived Him of His very essence - love, peace, and joy. 

That’s part of what Jesus experienced on the cross and why He cried out, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me.” 

The cross experience of Jesus was literally hell on earth for Him. God’s wrath that should have come against us came against Him instead.

On the one hand that’s what Jesus did and Romans 5:9 reveals the result, “We are saved from the wrath of God.” 

On the other hand 1 John 4:10 teaches the same thing. It says that “God sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

Do you realize what those two verses together mean? 

They mean that our sins have already been punished. 
God’s wheel of justice and retribution has already been turned. 

His wrath has already come against us. All of this was in and through Jesus.

IV. What Propitiation Means to You

So that’s what the word “propitiation” in the Bible means. God appeased His own wrath by offering his Son. God Himself died in our place. 

That is a solemn reality that means three things, as a practical matter, to us.

First, you must accept Jesus as your propitiation, as your Savior and Lord. You must but your faith and trust in what Christ has done for you and not in your own “goodness”.

If you do, God’s wrath will not come against you. If we don’t, it will. 

It’s as simple as that.

Second, you must detest sin just like God does. Our culture has trivialized sin. 

Our culture takes sin very lightly and if we let it influence us, we will too. So, don’t let it influence us. 

Let’s recognize sin as sin and refuse to participate in it. We should detest it like God does.

Finally, you must love God. 

Notice what John tells us in 1 John 4:10, “In this is love, that God loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

Because of what God and has in satisfying His holy wrath through Christ’ death in order for us to be brought back into a loving relationship with Him should invoke in us a love for Him that is above everything else. 

Understanding God’s wrath deepens our appreciation and love for Him. 

In response you should make it your chief aim in life to love Him with your whole being. 

And you should pursue that aim by understanding and knowing Him. 

Jesus says in John 14:15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 

Our obedience is no longer out of fear of God’s wrath, but out of our love for God.

Conclusion

God’s wrath is just as real as His love is. So let’s act accordingly.
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